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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral - Minister for Regional Development) [5.01 pm]:  I move - 

That the house do now adjourn. 

Western Australian College of Teaching - Adjournment Debate 

HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan) [5.01 pm]:  On Tuesday evening, I made a speech about the 
Western Australian College of Teaching and the problems associated with the delay in elections for teacher 
representatives.  At the end of that speech, I commented on the fact that the Minister for Education and Training, 
in response to a question in the other place, had suggested that I did not support working with children checks.  I 
suggested in my speech that the minister should come clean and show me where I had indicated that.  I was quite 
surprised, because I thought that the minister was referring to the former shadow Minister for Education and 
Training, but he was not.  The comments he made on Thursday 27 September 2007 were -  

I have on record the shadow Minister for Education objecting to working with children checks.  We are 
trying to keep people with sex offences out of the classroom, and the shadow Minister for Education 
objected to it. 

That is garbage.  It is absolute nonsense, and that is why I wanted the minister to clarify.  To his credit, the 
minister tried to clarify, but he is absolutely wrong.  Yesterday, the minister stated -  

What we see is the opposition moving away from that.  I have here with me a comment from the 
opposition spokesperson for education in which he complains about the working with children checks.  
Working with children checks are about ensuring that people who work with children are not 
paedophiles.  On 8 February this year, he commented - 

You know, teachers have being disengaged from the decision making process over recent 
years, you know, you’ve had issues like the raising of the school leaving age, - 

He was complaining about the raising of the school leaving age - 

working with children legislation . . .  

We have the opposition attacking the body it supported, and now it is on the side of paedophiles in this 
issue.   

That is offensive in the extreme, and the fact that the Minister for Education and Training can interpret it that 
way is a sad indictment of his capacity to hold the office. I said nothing of the kind, and I want to make that quite 
clear.  It is absolutely absurd and it is rubbish.  It is a selective and highly inaccurate interpretation of my 
comments.  What I said in those comments - I stand by them, and I have made them over and again until they are 
almost a cliché for me - is that teachers are lacking in morale.  They are cynical and disenchanted, for a number 
of reasons.  There are issues with the curriculum.  The curriculum has been a changing feast over the past five 
years, particularly with the implementation of the courses of study, the associated assessment procedures and 
reporting.  It was a debacle last year, and teachers are, logically, quite disaffected and disenchanted.  As well as 
that, I have mentioned the raising of the school leaving age.  The minister insinuated that I was against that, but I 
am not.  If members look at Hansard, they will find that I gave a very supportive speech on the raising of the 
school leaving age.  My issue with the raising of the school leaving age is that it has placed enormous pressure 
on teachers, particularly in the rural and remote areas of the state.  A number of schools just do not have the 
capacity to provide specialist teachers for courses at the senior secondary level.  That is what I was talking about; 
I was talking about the pressure it was placing on teachers.  I am not against the raising of the school leaving 
age. 

However, the most offensive comment the minister made was to suggest that I support paedophiles, as a result of 
my saying that there is a problem with working with children checks.  I am not referring to the problem with 
working with children checks; it is the inefficiency of the Department of Education and Training in processing 
potential teachers.  That is what I am talking about.  Since I took over this role almost two years ago, one of the 
most constant themes that has come through to me from qualified teachers who want to teach is that they cannot 
get their process of registration through the Department of Education and Training and the Western Australian 
College of Teaching.  It has been a constant theme, and WACOT and DET say that they must go through 
working with children checks, qualifications and other things.  In some instances, these things have been taking 
up to eight months.  At the beginning of this year we were 264 teachers short in our classrooms.  We are still 80 
teachers short. 

At the end of term 1, I was getting a constant, monotonous stream of potential teachers phoning me and asking if 
I could do anything about getting them into classrooms.  I asked the Minister for Education and Training on the 
last Wednesday of term 1 how many teachers were waiting for registration from the Department of Education 
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and Training and WACOT, taking into account that we were still dozens of teachers short in the classrooms.  At 
that time, 207 teachers were waiting for accreditation from the Department of Education and Training and 139 
were awaiting accreditation from WACOT.  A total of 346 teachers were waiting for accreditation.  When I 
contacted DET and WACOT, I was told that they had a lot of things to get through, such as working with 
children checks and checking of qualifications.  The issue is that the department was so dysfunctional in 
processing registration applications that hundreds of teachers who could have been in classrooms were not there 
because of the department’s inefficiencies.   

We got quite a bit of publicity after that.  I released a media statement that got quite a bit of publicity.  I think it 
made page 3 of The West Australian.  Then the Department of Education and Training pulled its finger out.  The 
story continued over the next two weeks, and then a media release came from the Department of Education and 
Training, headed “Teacher clearance backlog claim quashed” and stating -  

Acting Director General Sharyn O’Neill said 44 completed applications were currently being processed 
by the Department. 

“We have worked tirelessly to bring the number down from 207 at the start of the month,” Ms O’Neill 
said. 

That is 207 from DET; it does not include the 139 from WACOT.  The media release continues -  

She said the Department had fast tracked applications from teachers suitably qualified and available to 
teach in subject areas and locations of need. 

“All other applications are processed as quickly as possible in the order in which the completed 
applications are received,” she said 

“The Department has recently put in additional resources to assess teacher qualifications and assist with 
this situation. 

I am saying that in two weeks the department processed 207 applications so that more teachers were put into 
classrooms at the beginning of term 2.  However, the simple fact of the matter is that at the end of term 1, 346 
teachers were awaiting accreditation.  That is why I mentioned that working with children checks were a 
problem.  Teachers were saying they wanted to be processed.  They had had their applications in for between 
three and eight months, and they wanted them processed.  That is why I kept on raising the issue.  I aligned 
curriculum issues, WACOT provisions, working with children checks and disengagement from the decision-
making process in DET.  The only reason I raised this yet again - I am at pains to do so because it is so 
unnecessary to have a verbal stoush with the minister on this - is that my comments had nothing to do with 
opposing working with children checks.  The comments of the Minister for Education and Training are 
mischievous and not worthy of a minister.  

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 5.08 pm 

__________ 
 
 


